




Study:  Christian Living (CL)

Intent of Study:  The purpose of this Bible Study is (1) to inspire people to live in this world while not becoming a part of this world, (2) to show that the way we look on the outside is important to God and our worship of Him.

Focus it: The way that we dress is an outward indication of our inward person.  Jesus desires that we reflect His character on the outside as well as on the inside.

Sacrifice (This is an illustration added to help convey the point of the study.)

A chaplain was speaking to a soldier on a cot in a hospital. "You have lost an arm in the great cause," said the chaplain.

"No," said the soldier with a smile. "I didn't lose it-I gave it."

Friend in our walk with Jesus we will have to choose whether we loose something when we decide for Jesus or whether we will willingly give it to Him.  What will your attitude be tonight/this morning/today?

Know It/Mark It:

1. Hebrews 2:10
2. 2 Timothy 2:3, 4
3. Hebrews 11:5
4. 1 Thessalonians 4:1
5. Genesis 3:7
6. Genesis 3:15
7. Genesis 3:21
8. 1 Timothy 2:9
9. Genesis 35:1-5
10. Exodus 33:1-6
11. Judges 8:24
12. Hosea 2:13
13. 1 Timothy 2:9, 10
14. 1 Timothy 6:6
15. 1 Corinthians 2:2
16. Hebrews 11:6
Share It:

1. Hebrews 2:10
10 For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.

Question: Who is the captain of our Salvation?

a. We have a Captain!
b. Jesus Christ.
c. We are soldiers of Christ!
Transition to the next verse:  Let’s see what a Soldier of Christ stays away from...

2. 2 Timothy 2:3, 4
3 You therefore must endure[a] hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 

4 No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier.

a. As soldiers we should not become involved with the affairs of this life!
b. As soldiers we should seek to please our Captain!
Question:  What will the faithful soldiers receive by pleasing the Captain of their Salvation?

3. Hebrews 11:5
5 By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see death, “and was not found, because God had taken him”; for before he was taken he had this testimony, that he pleased God.  

Question:  Why was Enoch translated?

a. Enoch was translated because he pleased God!
Transition to next verse:  Paul tells us in 1 Thessalonians 4:1 that we should live to please God.

4. SLIDE--1 Thessalonians 4:1
4:1   Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort [you] by the Lord Jesus, that as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God, [so] ye would abound more and more.  

a. We are to walk (live) to please God.
There are many different ways that we can walk/live to please God.

This Bible Study is to show how a soldier of Christ reflects God’s Will in the way that he/she dresses.

Let’s begin with the Christian Soldier’s way of dressing:

5. Genesis 3:7
7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings.   

a. Adam and Eve made themselves coverings/aprons
b. “Covering” in Hebrew is “Khagore,” meaning girdle.
c. How much does a girdle cover?  ONLY THE PRIVATE PARTS!
Transition to the next text: 

What happened after Adam and Eve made for themselves “coverings?”

Adam and Eve tried to make something that would cover up their sinful nakedness.

They tried to make what, through sin, they had lost.  A “covering.”

Could they make themselves as beautiful as God had created them?  NO!

So God came and said...

6. Genesis 3:15
         And I will put enmity

      Between you and the woman, 

      And between your seed and her Seed; 

      He shall bruise your head, 

      And you shall bruise His heel.”

a. Enmity is introduced meaning that a Savior is provided!
What did God make for Adam and Eve after they had accepted the promise of a Redeemer?  (Note that it was God who did the following!)

7. Genesis 3:21
21 Also for Adam and his wife the LORD God made tunics of skin, and clothed them.  

a. “Tunics” = “kethoneth” = to cover, robe
b. After the Savior is introduced then the uniform that the Savior expects is given to Adam and Eve.
c. They were then fully covered.
d. We are to wear the uniform that is given to us as Christians.
e. We are to be fully clothed.
f. We are not to try to manufacture beauty by being immodest.
g. Adam and Eve had made themselves underwear and then God clothed them or gave them a modest set of clothes.
When it comes to clothing, the world says, “Take it off,” yet God says, “Put it on.” Many of us today try to manufacture beauty by wearing jewelry.  Does God say anything about this?  He does!  When it comes to outward adornment the world says, “Put it on,” yet God says, “Take it off!”

Note what Paul says in...

8. 1 Timothy 2:9
In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array;

Note:  Paul said in 1 Corinthians 2:2 that he “determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ and him crucified.”  Since this was Paul’s motto...

Question:  What Biblical Gospel evidence did Paul have to base this part of the Gospel on?

9. Genesis 35:1-5
1 Then God said to Jacob, “Arise, go up to Bethel and dwell there; and make an altar there to God, who appeared to you when you fled from the face of Esau your brother.”

Question:  What was the reason for Jacob going to Bethel?

Answer:  To worship God.

2 And Jacob said to his household and to all who were with him, “Put away the foreign gods that are among you, purify yourselves, and change your garments. 

Note:  Three things that Jacob told his household to do:

1)  Put away the foreign gods among you
2) Purify yourselves
3) Change your garments
3 Then let us arise and go up to Bethel; and I will make an altar there to God, who answered me in the day of my distress and has been with me in the way which I have gone.” 

4 So they gave Jacob all the foreign gods which were in their hands, and the earrings which were in their ears; and Jacob hid them under the terebinth tree which was by Shechem.

Question:  What was the response of Jacob’s family when he asked them to...?

1) Put away the foreign gods among you
2) Purify yourselves
3) Change your garments
Answer:  They gave Jacob the foreign gods carried in their hands, and they gave Jacob all of the golden earrings which were in their ears.

Note:  Paul used other verses to base this Gospel counsel on...the next that we will look at is Exodus 33:1-6.

10. Exodus 33:1-6
1 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Depart and go up from here, you and the people whom you have brought out of the land of Egypt, to the land of which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, ‘To your descendants I will give it.’ 2 And I will send My Angel before you, and I will drive out the Canaanite and the Amorite and the Hittite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite. 3 Go up to a land flowing with milk and honey; for I will not go up in your midst, lest I consume you on the way, for you are a stiff-necked people.”

4 And when the people heard this bad news, they mourned, and no one put on his ornaments. 5 For the LORD had said to Moses, “Say to the children of Israel, ‘You are a stiff-necked people. I could come up into your midst in one moment and consume you. Now therefore, take off your ornaments, that I may know what to do to you.’” 6 So the children of Israel stripped themselves of their ornaments by Mount Horeb.

Question:  Who is talking in this passage?

Answer:  Verse 1 tells us that the LORD is talking

Question:  According to verse three, why will the LORD not go up into the promised land with His people?

Answer:  They were stiff-necked or they were rebellious.

Question:  What was the response of the Israelites?

Answer:  They did mourned and did not put on their ornaments.

Note:  Some may say that they do not put on ornaments when they are mourning either.  

But was the fact that they were mourning according to this passage the reason that they did not put their ornaments on?

Note:  Verse 5 tells us that the LORD had said (this is past tense)...That means that the LORD had told them something prior to the people mourning and taking off their ornaments.

Question:  What had the LORD said to them?

Answer:  Continuing in verse 5 we note that the LORD had said, “...take off your ornaments, that I may know what to do to you.”

Note:  They took off their ornaments because the LORD had told them to take them off!

Question:  Is it pleasing to the Captain of our Salvation for us to wear ornaments?

Answer:  No.

Transition:  In moving to our next verse we will note that a group of people were known by what they wore.

11. Judges 8:24
8:24   And Gideon said unto them, I would desire a request of you, that ye would give me every man the earrings of his prey. (For they had golden earrings, because they [were] Ishmaelites.)

Question:  What group of people were known by what they wore?

Answer:  The Ishmaelites.

Question:  According to what we have learned so far...Is it pleasing to the Captain of our Salvation for us to adorn ourselves with ornaments?

Answer:  No.

Transition:  Hosea married a prostitute because the Lord told him to.  What was her typical ‘uniform’ when she went to be a prostitute?

12. Hosea 2:13
2:13   And I will visit upon her the days of Baalim, wherein she burned incense to them, and she decked herself with her earrings and her jewels, and she went after her lovers, and forgat me, saith the LORD. 

Note:  The further one gets from the Lord, the more and more their reflection is not that of their Captain.

Question:  Is it possible that those who profess to follow God are wearing that which displeases Him?  Is it possible that we are doing something in ignorance (that just means “not knowing”) that displeases the One that we love the most?
Question:  If the Lord does not want us to be adorned with jewels, what does the Lord expect us as soldiers in His army to be adorned with?

Transition:  Now back to the message of God through Paul on this topic...

13. 1 Timothy 2:9, 10
9 in like manner also, that the women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with propriety and moderation, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or costly clothing, 

10 but, which is proper for women professing godliness, with good works.

Question:  What does God want us to be adorned with?

Answer:  Modest apparel!  The very same way that God dressed Adam and Eve.  They were fully clothed.

Question:  What did God not want his soldiers to be adorned with?

Answer:  Braided hair (it was the culture of the day for women to braid gold and silver strings into their hair), Gold, pearls, costly clothing.

Wesley, the great reformer and founder of the Methodist congregation,  and one of his preachers were once taking lunch with a gentleman whose daughter had been greatly impressed by Wesley's preaching. The itinerant, a man of very plain manners and little tact, was conversing with the young lady, who was remarkable for her beauty. He noticed that she wore a number of rings, and taking hold of her hand, he raised it, and called Wesley's attention to the sparkling gems. "What do you think of this, sir," said he, "for a Methodist's hand?" The girl turned crimson, and the question was awkward for Wesley, whose aversion to all display of jewelry was so well known. But the aged evangelist showed a tact Chesterfield might have envied. With a quiet, benevolent smile he looked up, and simply said, "The hand is very beautiful." The young lady appeared at evening service without her jewels, and became an earnest Christian.

14. 1 Timothy 6:6
6 Now godliness with contentment is great gain.

Appeal:

1. 1 Corinthians 2:2
2. Hebrews 11:6

